WORDS OF WORTH

Worth Hartman, Chaplain

“The Least Likely”
Our Bible readings this week tell
stories of greatness, growth and
fruitfulness coming from unlikely,
unexpected sources. The first tells
the story of David, the greatest king
of Israel, being chosen by God and
anointed by the prophet Samuel (I
Samuel 16:1-16). God sent Samuel
to Bethlehem, to Jesse, a father of
eight sons, to choose one of his
sons as the next king. Samuel
looked over numbers 1-7 but God
kept telling him “NO”. Samuel
couldn’t understand why. They
were big and strong and good
looking. God told Samuel,
“Mortals look on the outward
appearance but the Lord looks on
the heart.” Finally Samuel asks,
“Jesse, are you sure this is all your
sons?” “O well there is David, but
he’s the baby, kind of a sissy. He’s
out tending the sheep, probably
playing his harp. I didn’t think of
him.” Well guess what, David was
the one. He went on to defeat
Goliath, win battles and eventually
become king of Israel.
I loved that story. My Mom would
quote me the line. “Mortals look
on the outward appearance but the
Lord looks on the heart” as she
taught me the concepts of not
judging people negatively by how
they look, the clothes they wear,
where they live, what church they
go to, or the color of their skin.
What was important was their inner
being, their character, their values,
their faith. Now I tried to turn this
concept around on Mom. One
Friday I donned by tee shirt and
ratty jeans to be a part of “grub
day” at high school. I found out I
was misinterpreting the story. No, it
was much deeper than that. It’s
about human-seeing versus Godseeing. God sees us through us,
knows our deepest selves,
recognizes us as God’s own
creation, and sees our full potential
and gifts.

Have you ever had the experience of
being positively surprised by
someone or something you didn’t
initially see having much value.
Maybe you even surprised yourself
on occasion, coming through with
skills and talents you weren’t sure
you had. I remember one spring day
during a high school track meet
Coach Dial placing me on the
schedule to run the quarter mile race.
I hadn’t done that before in a high
school track meet. I wasn’t so sure
about this. As I started out at the gun,
I was lagging toward the rear. But
coming around the last curve, I
kicked up my heels, put on a burst of
speed and almost passed the winner at
the finish line. I remember or maybe
imagine the crowd standing and
cheering in amazement. I do
remember my brother Howard, who
was the student manager, running up
to me and saying, “Wow Worth, I
didn’t know you could run that fast.”
God had given me some previously
undiscovered speed.
Our gospel story is about the mustard
seed. Jesus says the kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed, the
smallest of all seeds, but when it is
grown is the greatest of shrubs.
(Matthew 13:31, 32) Again we are
asked to hope and expect with Godseeing. Who would have known?
God takes a tiny, no account little
seed and creates a glorious bush out
of it. God help us to see with your
eyes. Help us to be open to the least
likely, unexpected sources of hope
and direction. We know with your
grace and blessing the last shall be
first and the least the greatest. God
help us trust you can do great things
even with us. You can help us grow
into our fullness. Like the mustard
seed, let us be cracked open, accept,
and surrender, as we are watered, fed,
and nurtured by you to become the
glorious creations you want us to be.

COVID Reminder
We have been made aware that there
are family members coming into Tamarack after hours — whether entering
from an outside patio or coming in
when a resident opens the door for
them. Please know that this is not allowed. We cannot protect the community from COVID exposure unless
each and every resident follows these
rules. We ask you to let leadership
know if you see someone other than a
resident inside any apartment in our
community. Not only is this not safe
for your own health, but it is not safe
for your neighbors.
We are hopeful that we will be able to
open outdoor visitation for Independent Living residents again soon — but
remember we have to wait 14 days after the person was diagnosed. So
please — be safe!
•
•

•

•

Wear a mask at all times outside of
your apartment.
Use a tissue rather than your finger
to touch elevator buttons—and toss
the Kleenex.
Use hand sanitizer liberally. If you
are out of your apartment, immediately wash or use sanitizer when
you return.
Practice safe distancing—stay 6’
from others.
_________________

Mask Up!
Indiana is requiring those eight and
older to mask up starting July 27. This
means you must wear a mask as follows:

 Public indoor spaces, commercial

entities
 Public transportation & vehicle
services like taxi/ride share
 Outdoor public spaces when you
can’t socially distance from people
who aren’t in your household
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From The Office of the
Inspector General
Social Security
Administration

COVID-19 SCAMS
SSA OIG is aware of COVID-19 scams
involving Social Security. We will
continue to monitor and provide
updates on these scams. We recently
issued a fraud advisory warning the
public that SSA will not suspend or
discontinue Social Security payments
as a result of COVID-19 office
closures:

Scammers may also offer a benefit
increase due to COVID-19. We urge
you to be very cautious of any
unsolicited calls, letters, emails, or texts
offering a benefit increase. Social
Security will never offer a benefit
increase in exchange for payment.

SCAM AWARENESS
The Inspector General of Social

Security, Gail S. Ennis, continues to
warn Americans about widespread
phone scams where callers may
impersonate Social Security or claim
a Social Security-related problem, to
gain your trust and steal your money.
The Social Security
Administration will NEVER :
•

•

Call to threaten you with arrest or
legal action if you do not
immediately pay a debt, fine, or
fee.
Tell you that your Social Security
number has been suspended, or
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offer to increase your benefits or
resolve identity theft problems in
exchange for payment.

Symphony on the Patio

•

Require payment via retail gift
cards, prepaid debit cards, wire
transfers, or internet currency like
Bitcoin, or by mailing cash.

•

Demand secrecy in handling a
Social Security-related problem,
or tell you to make up a story to
tell your friends, family, or store/
bank employees.

It doesn’t seem like summer without
Symphony on the Lawn—or the
Greenfield music concerts on the
lawn. One more thing this darn pandemic seemed to take away—or did
it?

•

Text you unsolicited to tell you
about a problem with your Social
Security number or benefits.

•

Email you attached documents
containing your personally
identifiable information.

Be very cautious if you receive an
unsolicited call from the government
and you don’t recognize the problem
or issue they’re calling about. Do not
provide personally identifiable
information over the phone.
If you receive a suspicious call:
•

HANG UP!

•

DO NOT GIVE THEM MONEY
OR PERSONAL
INFORMATION!

•

REPORT SOCIAL SECURITY
SCAMS AT OIG.SSA.GOV

•

REPORT OTHER IMPOSTER
SCAMS AT FTC.GOV/
COMPLAINT.

Laurie Wilson

WIBC has been offering Kroger Symphony on the lawn every Saturday!
The concerts, interviews, special
guest artists, etc. can all be found beginning at 7:00 pm Saturdays. Simply
tune into 93.1 on the radio or listen at
WIBC.com.
The concert series is only scheduled
through July, as of now, so unfortunately this weekend may offer the last
one of the series, but if you love the
Symphony, check it out!
_________________

Social Hall Update

Marty Krug

There is nothing wrong with your
eyesight if you’ve walked around the
Village and saw no dirt moving
where the new social hall will eventually be built. The groundbreaking
scheduled for July 20 hit a snag.
Building permits have been delayed
causing a delay in construction of
several weeks. First Covid-19; then
government bureaucracy! Oi Vey!
______________________

NEOWISE
This is the last chance to see the comet NEOWISE. Look in the northwestern part of the sky after sundown until
July 25. It will look like a fuzzy star
with a tail if you do not have binoculars.

A Week at a Glance…
Health Center
Debbi Johnson

Please check with your activities
staff for information on daily
activities at this time.
______________________

Health & Fitness Tip

Kenzie England

During the summer months, the heat
makes exercising outdoors much
more challenging. Simple things like
a bike ride or walk around campus
can be extremely taxing when
temperatures begin to rise. If you are
someone who enjoys being active
outside, try to complete your activity
in the morning or evening hours
when the temperatures are cooler,
and the sun is not at its peak. This
can help prevent heat strokes and
dehydration. If you are persistent
about exercising in the afternoon,
think about switching your activity
to an indoor location so you do not
put yourself at risk due to the
extreme heat.
____________________

Assisted Living Dining

Dan Armantrout

If you are missing any ordered items
or if you haven’t received your
breakfast tray by 8:00, Lunch by
12:00 or dinner by 5:00, please call
the kitchen at ext. 2760.
_____________________

Brain Teaser
What 8 letter word can have a letter
taken away and it still makes a word.
Take another letter away and it still
makes a word. Keep on doing that
until you have one letter left. What is
the word? Hint: The word begins
with S.
Last week’s answer: move
the yellow line down to
create the white square.

A Week at a Glance…
Assisted Living
Jill Armantrout
Saturday, July 25
1:00-3:00-Door to door daily chronicles
Trivia/humor
Bingo prizes delivered
Sunday, July 26
3:00-5:00
You Tube Service
Available
See TV listing for spiritual guidance
Devotions distributed
Monday, July 27
1-4:00: Daily chronicles
Delivered
Grocery orders delivered
Tuesday, July 28
1-4:00: Door to door:
Daily chronicles, crafts/art project,
Bingo #’s given
5:30-Wellcheck calls

Wednesday, July 29
1-4:00: Door to door:
Daily chronicles, Cook’s corner
snacks/cooking reminisce
Bingo #’s given
Thursday, July 30
1-4:00-Door to door:
Daily chronicles, Popcorn delivery/
movie trivia, Bingo #’s given
5:30-Wellcheck calls
Friday, July 31
1:00-3:00-Door to door:
Daily chronicles, printed devotions,
travel club
Last day to turn in grocery orders
3:15-4:30-Door to door:
Mocktails/cocktails

In Memoriam
Marilyn Bevington
Please keep her family and friends in
your thoughts and prayers
_______________________

A Bit of Humor

Submitted by Nancy Hershman

To Start Your Day

Submitted by Kathryn Huelster

Paraprosdokians (Winston Churchill
loved them) are figures of speech in
which the latter part of a sentence or
phrase is surprising or unexpected
and frequently humorous.
1. Where there's a will, I want to be in
it.
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt
you, but it's still on my list.
3. Since light travels faster than sound,
some people appear bright until you
hear them speak.
4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be
wrong.
5. We never really grow up; we only
learn how to act in public.
6. War does not determine who is right
-- only who is left.
7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a
fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit
salad.
8. They begin the evening news with
"Good Evening" then proceed to tell
you why it isn't.
9. To steal ideas from one person is
plagiarism. To steal from many is research.
10. Buses stop in bus stations. Trains
stop in train stations. On my desk is a
work station.
11. I thought I wanted a career. Turns
out I just wanted pay cheques.
12. In filling out an application, where
it says "In case of emergency, notify:
_______", I put "doctor."
13. I didn't say it was your fault; I said I
was blaming you.
14. Women will never be equal to men
until they can walk down the street
with a bald head and a beer gut, and
still think they are sexy.
15. Behind every successful man is his
woman. Behind the fall of a successful
man is usually another woman, although it could be a guy.
16. A clear conscience probably is the
sign of a fuzzy memory.
17. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice.
18. Money can't buy happiness, but it
sure makes misery easier to live with.

Independent Living
Notes

Laurie Wilson

A lot of yarn was donated to Leisure
Services and I want to create a yarn
project—without needles. I recognize
many of you aren’t “creative types,”
but want to give anyone who is an
opportunity to play with the yarn. I
have two thought in mind, pictured
below:
1. Ornament balls—simple!

Or

2. Nail art with yarn—any design!

If you are interested in making either
of these projects, or similar, please
either email, call, or leave a message
and I will gather the supplies you
need!
Don’t forget: Just as you are not allowed to bring family inside, please
remember not to wander into the
Sycamore Assisted Living area. You
may visit your friends in Elm, but are
not to go farther than the Elm hallway, just prior to the library. This
includes using the Sycamore door.

A Week at a Glance…
Independent Living

Laurie Wilson

I didn’t realize there were two
worksheets on opposite sides of the
pedestrian and triangle worksheets in
your packets until they began
printing. Clearly those are for
children learning skills—not trying to
insult your intelligence.
You may see a photo called campus
trees in the photo section of your
Touchtown Community App. This is
a work-in-progress by Dick Huelster
and Tom Ulsas. We are testing the
zoom capability right now, which is
why it appears at this time, but Dick
and Tom will have more information
on the project at a later time. Look
for updates on your tablet and in the
newsletter.

I recently received a thank you card
from Betty LaFara. It wasn’t until I
saw it from the back after displaying
on my desk that I saw she had taken
the photos! Gorgeous flowers and
another great photographer among
us.
Apparently Raggedy Ann has learned
that while she is doing her best to
practice social distancing and wears a
mask, there is a dog and a cat that
hang out way too close together in
the doorway and are not wearing
masks...just sayin’!

